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THE ADVENT WREATH
The Advent wreath symbolizes the beginning of the church year. It is a 
circular evergreen wreath (real or artificial) with five candles, four around the 
wreath and one in the center. Each aspect of the wreath has special meaning, 
contributing to the compelling story it communicates as a whole.

The wreath’s circle reminds us of God Himself, His eternity and His endless 
mercy, with no beginning or end. The green speaks of the hope that we have 
in God, the hope of renewal, of eternal life. The four outer candles represent 
the waiting period during the four Sundays of Advent, which symbolize the 
four centuries of waiting between the prophet Malachi and the birth of Christ.

The candlelight reminds us that Jesus is the Light of the World who comes 
into the darkness of our lives to bring newness, life, and hope. It also reminds 
us that we are called to be a light to the world as we reflect Hope, Love, 
Joy, and Peace. The progressive candle lighting symbolizes our waiting 
experience. As the candles are lit over the four-week period, the darkness of 
fear and hopelessness recedes and the shadows of sin fall away as more and 
more light enters the world.

The center candle—the Christ Candle—is traditionally lit on Christmas Eve 
or Christmas Day. The central location of this candle reminds us that the 
Incarnation is the heart of the season, giving light to the world. When the 
Christ Candle is lit, worshippers rejoice that the Light has come into the 
world—the promise of long ago has been realized.

A more traditional approach is to use colored Advent candles.   
Please use all white if preferred.  



Advent Wreath Readings

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT: HOPE
This first week of Advent centers on the hope that comes from the 

announcement of Christ’s birth and the expectation of His certain return.

SCRIPTURE: JEREMIAH 33:14-16
“’The day will come,’ says the Lord, ‘when I will do for Israel and Judah all the 
good things I have promised them. In those days and at that time I will raise 
up a righteous descendant from King David’s line. He will do what is just and 
right throughout the land. In that day Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this will be its name: ‘The Lord Is Our Righteousness.’’’

CANDLE LIGHTING:

Light a (purple, if using color) candle; as you are lighting the candle say:

Today, we light the candle of expectation and hope. May it remind each 
and every one of us of God’s great promise to us. He is our Hope, He is our 
Redeemer, and He is our Savior.

PRAYER:

Father, during the Advent season may we be reminded of Your promises to 
us and Your fulfillment of them. Help us to prepare our lives for His Advent 
within us.  In the precious name of Jesus we pray. Amen.



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT: LOVE  
This second week of Advent centers on the love of God and how that 

love transforms us to love others.

SCRIPTURE: ISAIAH 49: 13-16

“Sing for joy, O heavens! Rejoice, O earth! Burst into song, O mountains! 
For the Lord has comforted his people and will have compassion on them in 
their suffering. Yet Jerusalem says, ‘The Lord has deserted us; the Lord has 
forgotten us.’ Never! Can a mother forget her nursing child? Can she feel no 
love for the child she has borne? But even if that were possible, I would not 
forget you!  See, I have written your name on the palms of my hands. Always 
in my mind is a picture of Jerusalem’s walls in ruins.”

CANDLE LIGHTING:

Relight the first Advent candle. Then light the second (purple) candle; as you 
are lighting the candle say:

Today we light this second candle as a symbol of God’s love shining in the 
darkness. God so loved the world that He sent his Only Begotten Son.  

PRAYER: 

Father, during this Advent season we confess that we are sometimes 
blinded, not by Your glory, but by consumerism, greed, and the oppression 
of packed schedules. Remind us of Your love for all of mankind. You showed 
us a different way—the way of reconciliation, redemption, and resurrection. 
As we celebrate how You came, help us remember why You came—and live 
differently because of it.



THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT: JOY
This third week of Advent, we focus on the joy that Christ’s birth 

brings to all people.

SCRIPTURE: ISAIAH 9:6-7 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall 
be upon his shoulder: and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, 
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his 
government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and 
with justice from henceforth- even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will 
perform this.”

CANDLE LIGHTING:

Relight the first and second candle. Then light the third (pink) candle; as you 
are lighting the candles say:

We relight the candle of hope and expectation, recalling God’s promise to 
send a Savior. As we relight the candle of God’s love, we remember why You 
came. Now we relight the candle of joy. May our hearts be forever filled with 
the joy of His coming.

PRAYER: 

Father, we are filled with joy because we have hope and peace that You have 
sent Your son for all who believe. Help us to be the voices that proclaim grace 
and truth. In Christ name we pray. Amen.



FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT: PEACE
This week of Advent we focus on receiving the peace that surpasses all 

understanding as we recognize God’s presence among us.

SCRIPTURE: LUKE 2:10-14

“But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that 
will cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has 
been born to you; He is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You 
will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.’ Suddenly a great 
company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 
saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace to those on 
whom his favor rests.’”

CANDLE LIGHTING:

Relight the first three candles and then light the last (purple) candle; as you 
are lighting the candles say:

Today we relight the candles of expectation and hope, recalling God’s 
promise; the candle of God’s love, remembering His love for mankind; and 
the candle of joy that is found in Him.  Now we light the candle of peace.  We 
celebrate the announcement of the coming King and the greatness of God’s 
love revealed through the Christ child.

PRAYER: 

Father, we give you thanks today for the gift of hope, love, joy and peace.  We 
find deep meaning in this Advent season and thank you for your love that’s 
been revealed to us – God with Us – Emmanuel.



CHRISTMAS EVE:  THE CHRIST CANDLE  
Our hope is that you will share in the experience of lighting the Christ 

candle at our Christmas Eve services. To celebrate this at home, a white 
pillar candle will need to be added to the center of your wreath.

Today we focus on the Christ Child, the long awaited promise has 
arrived.  Glory to God in the Highest!

SCRIPTURE READING: LUKE 2:1-20

“In those days, Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be 
taken of the entire Roman world. And everyone went to their own town to 
register. So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to 
Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house 
and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to 
be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She 
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no 
guest room available for them.

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over 
their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of 
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause great joy for all 
the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is 
the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped 
in cloths and lying in a manger.’
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Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, 
praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 
peace to those on whom His favor rests.’ When the angels had left them and 
gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem 
and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’

So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying 
in the manger. When they had seen Him, they spread the word concerning 
what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it were amazed 
at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up all these things 
and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as 
they had been told.”

CANDLE LIGHTING:

Relight the first four candles, and then light the Christ Candle in the center of 
the wreath; as you are lighting the candles say;

On this most holy day we light all four candles of our Advent wreath, and 
we are reminded of the hope, love, joy and peace we have in Your coming. 
Now we light the Christ candle, we rejoice that the promise of God has been 
fulfilled in the coming of the Baby born in a manger.

PRAYER: 

Gracious and Mighty King, we celebrate Your goodness to us as we join the 
triumph of the joy of Christmas. As your love has been revealed in all of its 
fullness, we pray that love may abound in our hearts during this special day. 
Grant us the spirit of Christ that we may live in the fullness of His character 
every day. In His name we pray.  Amen.


